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reference. And he thought as much as he observed,
More, in fact; for, to William, information was only
interesting in so far as it illustrated a universal law. It
was the nature of his mind to argue from the particular
to the general; and he kept a commonplace book, in
which he noted down the generalizations that were
always springing to his mind. Sometimes they were
the fruit of his reading:
"Never disregard a book because the author of it is a
foolish fellow."
"A curious book might be made of the great actions
performed by actors whose names had not been
preserved, the glories of the anonymous."
We find him speculating as to why it is, that the spirit
of a past period, so vivid in an original document,
evaporates completely in the process of translation; or
comparing the attitude of the Greeks to Alcibiades,
with that of the English to Fox. He made it a rule, if a
passage in a book started a train of thought in his mind,
to pursue it to its conclusion, and then jot this down
before he forgot it: At other times his reflections are
the product of his personal experience. He had seen a
great deal of human nature in his time. Now he began
to meditate on it. Why did people get married? How
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